
Networking Your DVR Made Easy 
7 Steps to Networking your DVR 

 
 

Why you need to network your DVR 
 

Someone just permanently borrowed a couple of your office pc’s. You won’t be back in 
town for another week or so and your DVR may be over writing the evidence as your 
plane touches down in your home town.  All you will know is that the pc’s are gone and 
you can’t give the police any evidence since your DVR has already replaced those images 
with new ones.  If you had networked your DVR, you could have remotely reviewed the 
video that was flagged by motion and downloaded it for safe keeping and usable 
evidence. This is one very common scenario that could have been avoided. Networking 
your DVR with internet access gives you the ability to watch and check in on your 
property and valuables from anywhere in the world as long as you have an internet 
connection.  Is this something you would like to avoid?  If so…. Immediately obtain an 
IP address, subnet mask and gateway from your system administrator and follow the 
below seven steps to networking your DVR. 
 

 
7 Steps to Networking your DVR 

 
 
1. Navigate to the network settings page within your DVR. 
 
2. Input the IP address for the DVR.  This could be a public IP address assigned by your 
Internet Service Provider (ISP), but most likely it is a private IP address such as 
192.168.1.1.  
 
3. Input the subnet mask used on your network such as 255.255.255.0. 
 
4. Input the gateway IP address that allows you to attach to the internet.  Normally this is 
the router/firewall’s IP address on your network.  It will most likely be a private IP 
address as well such as 192.168.1.1. 
 
5. If necessary, change the TCP port number that the DVR will use to pass traffic inside 
and outside of your network.  This means across your LAN or across the internet.  This 
port number needs to be set to what is suitable for your network.  If need be, you can use 



the default.  For example, web or http traffic uses TCP port 80. 
 
6. Login to your router/firewall and setup single port forwarding.  Enter the port number 
used by the DVR and the IP address of the DVR.  This tells the router that any traffic 
coming in from the internet requesting your DVR’s port number should be directed to the 
DVR’s local private IP address.  
 
7. Install the remote viewing software if your DVR comes with it. If your DVR did not 
come with viewing software, it should be viewable with a browser, such as Internet 
Explorer.  If this is the case, you will need to enter one of two IP addresses.  If you are 
connecting through the internet, you will need to input in your browser the public IP 
address of your router/firewall with a colon and the port number of your DVR as in this 
example;  http://192.168.1.1:2000.  If you are connecting to your DVR through your 
LAN, you just need to input the IP address of the DVR in your browser such as: 
http://192.168.1.1.   
 
*** Please note that all IP addresses listed in this document are just examples used for 
clarification.  You will need to ensure that you substitute the correct IP addresses, subnet 
masks, and gateway IP addresses in all situations *** 
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